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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application Mo. 
PCT/GB 03,02464 



Applicant 

THE BOC GROUP PLC ei aL 



latDmatfortat liitng tial£ (tfay&nontffyear) 
09.06.2003 



Priority elate (dsyAnoninfyQBr) 
1 1 .06.2002 



1 . The applicant is hereby notcRed that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report, and Tie annexes, H any, established on the 'international'-" 
application. 

2. A copy of the report and [^annexes; if any, is being transmiHedto the .international Bureau for 
communication to all 1h£ elected Offices, 

3. Where .required by. any of; foe elected Offices, the; lnternattbnai Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the repiort (but not of any 'jan.nex.es) and will transmff rsuch translation to those Offices. 

4; REMINDER 

The appjta^ the-'haflbnat phakmbB&& each Elected Off fee by jperfbrming certain •acfsi(fi ling 

translations and paying national fees) within go months from the priority date (or later Jh sdrfie Off ice~sjf 
(Article 39(1 )) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT4B/301 % 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office^ that translation 
mu$t -qontain a translation of any annexes to the internationaJ preliminary examination report It is the 
applicant's respond furnish such translation directly to each ejected Office concerned. 

Forforther det^ and reqgirew^^ 

PGT Ap^ltaant's Guide " " ' 

The applicant's at^ which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive sitep 

arid injaustriat^ppfit^bfllty Scribed in Articte 33(2) to (4) merely.serve the purjposes of Jnterhatiohal 
preliminary examination and that "any Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the 

27(5)) Such additional critena may relate, for example, to exemptions ifrom patentability, requirements for 
eriablingrd&<^^ 
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1 Applicant's or agent's file rafcranco 
' M02B129/MW 



International application No. 
PCTA3B 03>02464 



FOR FURTHER ACTION ^ Notification of Transmittal o! International 

Preliminary Examinaiiore P.spori (Form PCT4PEAy4i6) 



Irilsinaftonal Sling dais (dayMonttyem) 


Pfloiliy dale (ctaytoontfyroar) 


09.06.2003 


11.06.2002 



C22C33,04 



Applicant 

THE BOC GROUP PLC et'al. 



1 > This International prqiimingiry examination report has been. prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant :acGprdmg to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists q\ a total of 4 sheets; including this cover shoet. 

H This report is also Accpmpanied ;6y ANNEXES; i.e. sheets ;6f the description have 
been amended and 

(seeRule7Q;i6;and Section 60^^ 1 
These an n exes consist ot a total of 5 sheets; 



3. This report contamis f rklications: relating -to the following Herns: 

Jftasfe'of the^opihipn 
Priority 

Lack of unity/of invention 

Re^ohed statement under Rule 66.2{a)(ii) with regard to novelty, tnventivfe step or industrial applicability; 
citations and e^lanatlon& auppCf^g 4*ch st^teirterit 

Certain observations on the irUernatfongl application 



1 
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HI 


□ 


iv 


□ 


v 




VI. 


□ 


VII 




Viii 


□ 



DatepfsufcjiTils^oh oflhe demand 
O9.ii2;2003 



Oateof completion oTthis report 



Name- Slid mailing address ot lhe international 
p^llmtnary examining authiartty: 



EUrap^':Pat€mt'!Qfflce 

m 449M239B 0 T#523$5e epmu d 



Catana/C 

T^pf^ No. +49 ^2399-7369 
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International application No. PCT/GB G3£)2464 



I. Basis of the report 

L With regard lo the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to In this report as "originaiiy fifed" 
and are not enn&xed to this report since they do no! contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 



Description, Pages 

1 , 2, 4. 5. 7-1 6 as originally tiled 

3, 6 received on 12.03.20P4 with letter of 1 1 .03.2004 
Claims, Numbers 

1-21 received on 1 2,03:2004 with tetter of 1 1 .03.2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed. 

2, With regard to the language, all the elements* marked above were available or furnishedjtp.this. Authority in the. 
language. in which the iriternational-.application was; filed, unless otherwise indicated under this itera 

These elements- were ; ^ Authority iri. the following language; which is: 

0 the language of a translation furnished^ 

□ the language of pu^llca}«6rt qt the i ntef national application (uir^er Hu|e;4g;3(b)), 

□ the language of a translate 

Rule55-2'3ir(d6r55,3}. - ..... 

3- With regard tfr^ applicatfbn t the 

international preliminary examination wa$ carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the internatipnalap form. 

□ filed together with the international appiicaU^ 

□ furnished sub^quently to tbls Authonty in w^ep form., 

□ furnished subsequen^^^ 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the mternational applicatton as fifed has been furnished; 

□ the statement that the information 
listing has.beeh furnished 

4. The a_mier^rnents h 

□ the description, pages: 

•H theclaims,. Nbs,: 22 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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International application No. PC I /GB Q3A)2464 



5. □ This report has been established as \\ (some ol) the amendments had noi been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond tha disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must fcc? referred to under Hem 1 and annexed io this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-21 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-2.1 




Mo: 


Claims 




industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-21 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citatidhs and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL A.LIMINARY International appfcjQ^Jo. PCT/GB 03/02*64 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



The method of refining a ferroalloy (i.e. ferrochromium, lerromanganese) using injection 
of particulate materials to be included in the refined alloy using a supersonic gas jet 
shrouded by another supersonic gas jet is not disclosed or does not appear obvious in 
the light of available prior art documents. 

The method as defined in claim 1 enhances the processes of ferroalloys refining 
(increase of productivity, less wear of lining, better confinement of particles in the melt) 
(see page 4, 1" and 2 nd par; paragraph bridging. pages 6 and 7). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 and of the dependent claims thereof fulfil the conditions 
of Art. 33(2)"33(3) POT. 



